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FARMER’S MARKET  
Sat. March 9                                  
9:00-Noon 

WCHS BOARD   

Thursday, March 21                                
9:30am 

LCF MEETING                                    
Sat. March 23                            

9:30am 

SOUP SUPPER   

Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, March 26 

6:00pm     

WCHS BOARD           
Thursday, April 18         

9:30am                             
LCF MEETING          

Sat. April 27               
9:30am 

PIONEER SCHOOL 
May 20, 21, 23,& 24 

 

GARAGE SALE 

June 22 

 

LOG CABIN                   
FESTIVAL                 
Sept. 28-29        

                                                
                                                                                                                         

Please continue to   
colect Indianola   
HyVee receipts   
and bring them in   
to the museum. We   
have a large glass            
container  near the kitchen 
where you  can place them. 
We can use  gas, pharma-
cy, grocery or  any other 
HyVee receipt. It  is an 
easy way to raise funds  for 
WCHS. When HyVee  asks 
if you want to have 
your receipt, say YES!  

  March 2024 

 WCHS ANNUAL MEETING/SOUP SUPPER                                                

March 26th 6:00pm                                     

ELECTION of 2024 OFFICERS 

Proposed Officer Slate: 

President:  Debbie Larrison 

1st Vice President:  Toni Rath 

2nd Vice President:  Jerry Beatty 

Secretary:  Juanita Ott 

Treasurer:  Kevin Beener 

Trustee:  Don Sandy 

WCHS SOUP SUPPER & AN-

NUAL MEETING 

 

Warren County Historical    

Society Tuesday, March 26th 

Annual Meeting and freewill 

Soup Supper at 6:00 pm. 

 

Tuesday,  March 26th            

Soup Supper Dinner Program 

WCHS Treasurer,                

Kevin Beener                             

will introduce you to 

Warren County’s      

namesake,                        

GEN. JOSEPH  WARREN 

In 1846 Warren County, Iowa was 

formed.  We are one of 14 states that 

named a county after General Joseph 

Warren.  2024 is the 175th anniversary 

for the forming of Indianola as our War-

ren County center of administration in 

1849. 

Inside this Issue                                

Page 3  Connecting to Women            

Page 4  Trains in Indianola                          

Page 6  WCHS Bylaws 

Inside this Issue                                

Page 3  Connecting to Women            

Page 4  Trains in Indianola                          

Page 6  WCHS Bylaws 
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Single $25 ______          Family $30_____         Donation_____   

Last Name                                                               

 

  Address 

                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, from the President: 

It looks like spring is in a hurry to unveil itself this year.  The trees are budding and the flowers are 

already peeping out their heads in sunny spots.  We are all hopeful that wonderful spring showers 

will come our way. 

Don’t forget to renew your 2024 Warren County Historical Society Dues.  See form below.   

We are looking for volunteers for Pioneer School May 20,21, 23 and 24.  Contact us if you can help. 

 At our Tuesday, March 26th Annual Meeting we will elect officers, update our Bylaws, enjoy a free will offering soup 

supper, share the happenings at the museum and let you know about some of the projects we have slated for the  

coming year.  Kevin Beener will present a program on how Warren County was named for General Joseph Warren.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our evening meal.___________________________________________________ 

    Deb Larrison 

WCHS Saturday, June 22nd                          

DONATE Your BOXED                

Spring  Cleaning Finds to Our 

Sale! 

      TIME To JOIN OR RENEW WCHS MEMBERSHIP 

PIONEER SCHOOL 

MAY 20, 21, 23, 24 
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Most of you know but this is a reminder.  We have an actual collection of Indianola    newspapers from the 1890s to 

present, some Carlisle, Norwalk, New Virginia and bound Reminders and early Hladky TV 

videos.  Online we have digital newspapers you can search.  The digital and real newspa-

pers may not be the same.  We purchased the digital collection and have collected the real 

papers for many years.  For the historian, our actual collection is wonderful to actually see, 

hold, photo and peruse an entire newspaper.  Come and visit us to enjoy a journey to the 

past through small town newspaper’s advertising, town chatter, Warren County news and 

who visited who. 

 

March makes gardeners anxious to prepare their gardens for planting,  If you are 

getting the gardening bug and looking for a place to plant a garden, you may want to 

call 1-515-961-8085 or email contact@warrencountyhistory.org to rent a garden 

space from WCHS.  To rent you need to be a member of WCHS, keep your garden 

space free of weeds, grow produce for personal use, and pay garden space rent at a 

rate of $2 per linear foot.   

 

HAVING TROUBLE CONNECTING TO WOMEN IN YOUR FAMILY TREE? 

One of the most difficult tasks confronting Linda and Jerry Beatty when they wrote the Warren County 

Her Story Book was keeping track of a woman’s surnames and maternal lines.  In newspapers you find 

women listed as Mrs. John Doe as late as the 1970s.  Even obituaries did not use the woman’s first name 

or maiden name.   Here are some hints to help you face the challenge of searching for information on 

those missing women. 

 

1. Do not assume a record will not have information.  Always check, you may be surprised. 

2. Check Family Bibles, estate records, community cookbooks, women’s clubs and religious women’s missionary groups and 

men’s early war pension applications 

3. Marriage and Divorce records have a lot of information.  I am always surprised how many divorces occurred in the 1800s. 

4. Look for an elderly relative living with the family in census records.  That person could be her mother, father or sister. 

5. In Census Records look at names of close neighbors.  Often families lived very near each other. 

6. Shift your focus from the men in her family to her children and their information and records. 

7. If the woman has an unusual first name do a search leaving out the surname but including precise information like: Cordelia 

born 1875, Indianola, Iowa 

8. Sometimes maiden name clues can be found on tombstones.  That is why it is good to visit actual  family cemeteries where you 

can notice the names on neighboring grave stones. 

9. If a woman had been married previously and her husband died, in the new marriage information her surname could be her 

previous husbands and not her maiden name.  It is tricky to track a woman who has been married as many as four times.    

Remember that surprisingly, many woman were married multiple times either becoming widows or through divorce.   

10. Death certificates can provide a woman’s maiden name.  However, if the person filling out the information does not know this  

information it may not be included.                                                                                                                                                                    
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MOINES  Osceola 

CHICAGO      

BURLINGTON 

& QUINCY 

CHARITON, 

INDIANOLA 

 
GREAT     

WESTERN 

CHICAGO,   

ROCK ISLAND  

& PACIFIC 

WARREN COUNTY 

RAILROADS THAT WERE! 

2024 WARREN COUNTY                                                                                 

LOG CABIN FESTIVAL 

September 28 & 29 

 

KNOXVILLE 

DES MOINES    

C. B. & Q. 

DES MOINES, 

INDIANOLA, 

WINTERSET  

ROCK  ISLAND 

 

As many as 20 trains a day went in and out of Indianola at the height of the railroad era in the early 20th century , according to 

Don Berry.    The Rock Island was the first railroad into Indianola in 1871.  The first trip was a passenger excursion to Des Moines 

on November1, 1871.  The Burlington arrived in 1878-79, coming north from Chariton.  There were 14 trains a day in and out of 

the Rock Island depot and 6 more in and out of the Burlington depot. 

“Indianola sold more single tickets than any other station in Iowa outside Des Moines at one time,” Berry said.  This great amount 

of train service lasted for a time after WW I.  It 

was revived for a time after the war and then 

gradually declined as cars and buses gradually 

took over the passenger business. 

The Burlington widened the narrow gauge rail 

line from Des Moines to Osceola and was talked 

about all over the railroad industry because of 

the speed with which it was accomplished.  To 

not interrupt service, work was done only on 

Sunday. 

Indianola Depot                                                                 

owa Postcard Collection, Special Collections and 

Archives, Grinnell College Libraries 
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Old Timers, From Indianola Herald 50th Birthday, 

April 11, 1904 

Samuel Shaw has lived on the same farm for 40 years coming   
here in 1867. 

Henry S. Graham came to Warren County in 1856.  He was a 
soldier in the 10th Iowa. 

J. Q. Spain was born in Iowa in 1850 and has lived in this county 
since 1852. 

J.B. Moon came to Indianola in the early 50’s and served with 
the 34th Iowa. 

Ace Park has been a resident of the county since 1857.  He is a 
34th Iowa man. 

J.P Mosher came to this county in 1853 and settled on his pre-
sent homestead in 1858. 

Harrison Ogle came to this county in 1864 and is now among the 
heaviest land owners in it. 

G. W. Davis, now of Des Moines, settled in Indianola in 1854 and 
remained about 30 years. 

Valentine Cline came here in 1854.  Returned in two years to 
Indiana and came back in 1869. 

H. T. Metcalf came to Indianola in 1858 and for over 30 years 
was engaged in the grocery business. 

J. C. Morton has resided on the same farm in Lincoln Township 
since coming here 38 years ago. 

John N. Perry came to this county with his parents in 1853 and 
Warren County has since been his home. 

W. C. Strock settled in Virginia Township in 1856.  In the early 
days he served as member of the board. 

Elijah Bilbo came to this county in 1853 and entered land in 
White Oak Township.  He is now 81 years of age. 

J. C. Baker came to this county in 1856.  He was born in Pennsyl-
vania in 1822.  He now resides in Indianola.. 

Ellis Van Pelt came to Iowa in 1851 and to this county in 1864.  
He has been for some years a resident of this city. 

J.B. Gifford came to Iowa in 1855 and for over 40 years was en-
gaged in the grocery business.  He is now retired. 

W. F. Brown of Richland Township has been a resident of this 
county since 1853 and is widely known as a stock man. 

Lugeniu Park came here in 1851 and followed farming in his ear-
ly iife.  He is today a resident of this city and is 86 years old. 

A. J. Rogers came to Warren County at the age of six years in 
1848.  He served with the 34th Iowa and still resides at Lacona. 

Richard Moore came to this county in 1856.  In 1873 he served 
on the board of supervisors and has always been a good citizen. 

Franklin Kellar settled in Squaw Township in 1854.  He was one 
of the first settlers there and helped organize the township. 

 

H. Mc Neil has practiced law in Indianola for 45 years and was 
the most successful practitioner in the county during his active 
years. 

John I. McElroy came to Iowa in 1851 and to Warren County in 
1869. M. B. came here in 1857 and S. A. and Robert in about 
the same year. 

Issac, Dan G., Wm. and John Peck came to Warren County in 
1853 and have all remained with us.  Dan G. is one of the old 
timers in business. 

W. P. Harbison came to Indianola in 1856.  He served with the 
34th Iowa.  Mr Harbison was for years identified with the busi-
ness interests of Indianola. 

Luthern Tharp came to Warren County in 1857 and has re-
mained a resident since that time.  His early life was spent in 
White Oak Township.  He is now living with his daughter at 
Carlisle. 

J.T. Meek came to Iowa in 1851 and to Warren County in 1853.  
He served in the 34th Iowa.  In 1873 (during the crime) he was 
elected sheriff and held the office four years.  He is still active. 

C. L. Anderson came to Warren County and settled in Allen 
Township in 1850.  He is now a resident of Indianola, rounding  
out a long and honorable career.  He just celebrated his 80th 
birthday. 

John Hunt came to Indianola in 1856. 

A,W. and A. T. Richards came to Indianola in 1854.                     

J. F.  Lough came the year following the Civil War.                      

Hughes Bros. have been in business here for 50 years or more. 

W. N.. Bartholomew has been a resident of the county for 
about 50 years. 

John Silcott came here over 50 years ago and is now a resident 
of the city. 

Henry Spray came to Indianola long before the war and has 
been in business ever since. 

John L. Taylor came to Indianola in 1857 and is yet as active as 
he was in the early days. 

Silas Coryell has been a resident of Indianola since 1860.  He 
was a soldier in the 3rd Iowa. 

W. H. Douglas came here in an early day had has lived on the 
same farm for about 40 years. 

Lewis Igo came here over 50 years ago and the greater part of 
his life was spent in Virginia Township. 

A. L. Ogg and C. S. Litzenburg came after the war from Henry 
County.  They served with the 4th Calvary.                              

H. A. Stierwalt came here in 1846.  He has always been a 
farmer with the exception of four years as sheriff and three 
years in the army. 
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INVENTER HENRY S. GRAHAM 

Henry S. Graham was born in Athens, Ohio 

September 2, 1836 and died November 12, 

1925.  He came to  Indianola in 1856.   In 

1861 he joined the10th Iowa infantry, as 

an alto horn in the band.  After two years 

of service he had a severe case of measles, 

which left him deaf.  

In 1863 he married Belvidere Ford. They 

had five children. 

 For awhile Henry had the only blacksmith 

shop in Indianola.  It was located across 

from the Presbyterian Church on the east 

side of town.  Later he built a house on the 

same lot.  At one time he had a grocery 

known as Moxley and Graham.   

As a blacksmith he liked to create various 

inventions.  His made the first steam pea-

nut roaster.  Shortly before his death he 

was working on an automobile, which he 

never was able to finish. 

He was buried in the Indianola Odd Fellows 

Cemetery. 

Proposed Bylaw Changes.  

Blue are new words.   Red 

should be deleted.                
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